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A letter from Sargul Ahmad to the conference of

“Children’s Rights are Universal”

hold arms and explosives and are taught how to use
them to terrorize.

The presence of the two parties in Kurdistan of
Irag, The PUK and KDP as authorities is actually
continuing their 12 year long practices in Kurdistan

not only because they failed in recognizing

children’s rights officially, but because they were

part of the apparatus of suppressing children’s
rights.

I would like to mention that as activists of human
and children’s rights, and despite many hurdles
placed before us, we managed in March 5, 1999 to
establish the Centre to Defend Children’s Rights
in Kurdistan. | have personally taken up this
responsibility of that centre while under the
authority of PUK. On July 15, 2000 the centre was
attacked militarily by the PUK militias and closed
down by force and all the children inside the centre
were pushed out to the streets. The activists of
the centre were either imprisoned or chased by the
PUK police. The KDP, however, had prohibited
the opening of our centre in the cities under its
control.

Once again, and in order to continue our struggle
and in the name of children, and to gain their rights
for them and recognizing of these rights as state
laws, we have returned to our activity because the
children of Iraq need us.

| put my voice to yours and beseech of you to
cooperate with us in this regard.

If you are serious about secularism and human
rights and ridding people of terrorism in Iraq you
must support and help us in achieving and
establishing these rights for all the children.

Sargul Ahmad Head

the Organization for the Defense of Children’s
Rights in Iraq — ODCRI

sargulah@yahoo.com
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A letter from Sargul Ahmad to
the conference of
“Children’s Rights are

Universal”

today are living at the
utmost degrees of
rightlessness due to the
presence of the US
occupying forces, the
elongation of war, loss

To all attending of their homes, and
comrades, continuing death.
On the occasion of People are

holding the conference incapacitated — of
of “Children’s Rights defending themselves;
are Universal” lwarmly including fear and
greet your conference horror, thousands of
and congratulate you Other children are
from the bottom of my facing, violations of the

heart and wish success!slamic gangs and
to every participant. trends such as that of

Dear friends, Mugtada Al sadr which

unfortunately | could Present the most
not participate in person dreadful microbe in
in this conference so | Society which s
could have addressed continuously responsible
you closely and tell you for the death of people
about the tragic especiallychildren.
situation and the loss of _ o
children's rightsin Iraq.  Despite their inability to
However, I founditvery have their rights
important and through récognized in lIraq,
this letter to shed some children are suffering
light on the lives and from homelessness, the

situation of children in inability to live their own

Iraq. childhood, inhumane
The traces of the last 25 child labor, beating and
years of the continuous torture at schools,

wars of the Ba'ath regime, homes, and the streets.

its Anfal massacre, and Through the practices of
the chemical bombings Islamists they are facing
which had lead to the the most horrendous of
death and homelessnessCrimeS_- The girI.s

of thousands of children especially are being
are still present in the forced to wear Hijab
lives of the children in or the Islamic veil and
Iraq. children as young as 5

years are forced to
The children of Iraq
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